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are devoted to party regardless of country. Instead of
openly and boldly supporting the President and the policy
of the Administration, showing moderation and wisdom in
the selection of candidates, they are pressing forward men
whom good Unionists, remembering and feeling the recent
calamities of the War, cannot willingly support. In this
way they have put in jeopardy the success of the cause
of the Administration, which is really their own in most of
the States. Prudent and judicious management would
have given us a different Congress even in the Free States,
but I think it can scarcely be expected in view of the great
mistakes committed in the nominations which have been
made. It is to the Democrats and the South a lost oppor-
tunity.

September 18, Tuesday. At the Cabinet-meeting Attor-
ney-General Stanbery read the prepared opinion in regard
to removals from office of which he had given us the sub-
stance some weeks since. I submitted the question whether
I should be authorized to relinquish the Dunderberg to the
contractor, Webb, on his refunding the money which had
been paid him; also whether we would sell the Agamenti-
cus, or other of our ironclads; but could get no distinct
avowal of opinion. I also inquired as to the expediency
of sending Queen Emma to the Sandwich Islands in the
Vanderbilt, as the Secretary of State requested, but no one
advised it.

A great pressure is being made for changes in the navy
yards, especially at Philadelphia. The leading politicians
and men who ask these changes are heated to the highest
partisan heat, and really are not aware what they ask and
its consequences. In most of the cases their requests, if
granted, would do them more harm than good. Some few
changes may be advisable, but only a few should be made,
particularly on the eve of election. Because I do not give
in to their request, they deem me unreasonable and timid.
They give me nothing specific for my action, but only their